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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Fifteenth Report — “Ensuring the timely appointment of a new Corruption and Crime Commissioner” — 

Tabling 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9:57 am]: I present for tabling the fifteenth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, titled “Ensuring the timely appointment of a new 
Corruption and Crime Commissioner”. 

[See paper 1934.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: The former Commissioner of the Corruption and Crime Commission, Mr Roger Macknay, 
QC, resigned from the position on 14 April 2014 after announcing his retirement on 4 November 2013. 
Hon Chief Justice Wayne Martin, AC, QC, who chairs the statutory nominating committee tasked with finding a 
new commissioner, told the joint standing committee on 18 June 2014 that no progress had been made on the 
appointment of a new commissioner and the office remained vacant. The Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, when 
interviewed on radio on 23 July 2014, confirmed that this was still the case. In the absence of a commissioner, 
the agency is under the leadership of two part-time acting commissioners—Mr Neil Douglas and 
Mr Chris Shanahan, SC—who undertake the role of commissioner on a two-weekly rotating basis. 

In addition to Mr Macknay’s departure, the executive director of the CCC, Mr Mike Silverstone, recently 
announced his resignation and will finish with the commission in October. The current situation, in which the 
commission is led by two part-time commissioners, coupled with the imminent departure of the executive 
director, is concerning, especially given that Mr Macknay signalled his retirement nine months ago. 

Having this state’s chief integrity agency without full-time permanent leadership is a dire situation and the 
committee calls upon the government to take urgent action to ensure a new commissioner is appointed 
expeditiously. The committee has held closed hearings with both Mr Macknay and the Chief Justice and has 
made four recommendations to the Government that it believes will make the appointment process significantly 
more timely. These include changes to the Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 to, firstly, allow for the 
appointment of senior lawyers with significant legal qualifications as commissioner; secondly, allow a 
commissioner to retain their judicial pension if they are receiving one, while being additionally remunerated at 
the rate of a Supreme Court judge; thirdly, allow for the appointment of a deputy commissioner to assist the 
commissioner in the day-to-day work of the commission and to ameliorate difficulties created by delays in the 
appointment of future commissioners; and, fourthly, remove the role of a nominating committee and allow the 
government to propose one name of a suitable commissioner to the joint standing committee for its 
consideration. This situation demands a priority bipartisan approach to the expeditious passage of a bill through 
Parliament in the spring session of 2014. 

I acknowledge the work on this report by my committee colleagues: the chairman, Hon Nick Goiran, MLC; 
Mr Nathan Morton, MLA, the member for Forrestfield; and member for the South West Region, 
Hon Adele Farina, MLC. Finally, I wish to thank the committee’s secretariat, Dr David Worth and 
Ms Jovita Hogan, for their efforts. 
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